The Tower of Babylon

The Dream and its Disillusionment
Social and Group Aspects of Construction and Destruction
Dov Hadari
The Tower of Babylon is an omnipotent and omniscient social dream that
was materialized and destroyed soon after.
The article contains associations, thoughts and ideas about omnipotent and
megalomaniac dreams and meditates about the role of the dreamers and
their greediness, style of leadership and hubris in processes of construction
and destruction.
The article strives to understand the social and psychological phenomena of
construction and destruction in governments, societies, large groups, small
groups and individuals. Groups, with their diversity and types, provide a
fruitful model to explore these phenomena and link them to the idea of
“work group” and “basic assumption group”, particularly BA ONENESS,
the fourth basic assumption according to which members “seek to join in a
powerful union with an omnipotent force” or “to be lost in oceanic feelings
of unity” (baO).
Dov Hadari, MA, is a Psychologist and OD consultant. He teaches group
facilitation in Tel Aviv University.
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Groups’ Tractate
Sharon Leshem Zinger
The article tries to explain the nature of “occurrence” and “emerging theory”
in group theory, and particularly in the theory of psychodrama groups, in
order to clarify certain aspects of halachic (Jewish Law) occurrence. The
article describes halachic occurrence in different groups, thus trying to
decipher the halachic occurrence itself. It focuses on the occurrence as
the expression of halacha in the personal, spiritual and social experience
of those who practice it, and of those who relate to it in their lives. Using
a limited number of group facilitation and psychodrama theories, this
research elucidates some notable features shared by the followers of the
halacha. With these theories, it examines how the written halacha, when
realized in action, juxtaposes with the existential positons people take in
their lives.
The article refers to prayer as a case study of the various dynamic aspects of
halachic occurrence. It seeks to demonstrate how the various theories and
applications of psychodrama and group facilitation provide a path to the
understanding of halachic occurrence during prayers. Due to its inherent
element of delay, the dynamic occurrence allows a meta-perspective on
halachic occurrence. The nature of group processes requires pausing
and reflecting, and these in turn allow the emergence of voices and life
experiences which are not reflected in the prevailing halachic discourse.
Sharon Leshem Zinger is a psychodramatist and group dynamic facilitator,
director of the Kolot BaNegev training school for facilitators at Sapir College.
She is the Co-Director of The Talking Peace project at Mishkenot Shaananim,
Jerusalem, as well as a lecturer in the Department of Conflict Resolution at BenGurion University.
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Group with Empty1 Space
The Absent Presence in the “Whole Perception” in a Group
of Bereaved Siblings
Ella Stolper
The article presents the empty space as an integral, inseparable part of the
group as a whole. It shows how, in a group that deals with loss, space is
incorporated in the healing and developmental processes of the individuals
and group.
The bereaved sibling group presented in this article opens a new direction
to explore sibling relationship and the dual loss that the bereaved siblings
experience, as they lose not only their siblings but also, to some extent,
their parents.
The article discusses the implications of losing a sibling, and presents a
new perspective about the groups’ “lack” and absence. The space or the
empty chair in the group is conceptualized as a content through which
the group works through. The article presents a model of bereaved group
therapy that is based on the concept that the empty space is an integral and
essential part of the group as a whole.
Ella Stolper, M.A., is a social worker and a psychotherapist working with both
individuals and groups and an occupational therapist, in private practice. She
teaches and supervises in the School of Social Work at the Tel Aviv University
group leading program as well as in the Central School of the Social Services.
She is also a lecturer in the Academic College for the Art and Society in Netanya
as well as an intern in the Group Analytic Institute.
1

In Hebrew, the word “empty space” (Halal) has a double meaning: both empty space,
vacuum, and someone who dies in war.
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The Intimate Group as a Space of Coping with Alienation
and Loneliness
Peleg Dor-haim
Throughout the human history, the intimate group had a central role
for individuals and society, and offered vital strategies for dealing with
alienation and loneliness. The article presents the modes through which
the group structure can be used as a tool for analyzing and processing
feelings of personal identity, intimacy and authenticity. Thus, the group
may function as a contrastive element to the institutional discourse, which
is mostly defined by emotional alienation. The article demonstrates this
claim through two group stories: a story of children therapy group, which
had a central role in restructuring emotional discourse and processing
intimate feelings, and a story of a group that facilitated group guides
training, and offered the participants a refuge from the urbanite alienation
while providing an experience of belongingness.
Peleg Dor-haim is an educational and social psychologist, organizational
consultant and group facilitator. He is consulting organizational development,
team building and social change processes. He owns a clinic in Givatayim, where
he practices child and adolescent therapy as well as parents guiding. He also
works as an educational psychologist at the educational psychology service in
Givatayim.
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