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A World of Youth without Parents
Basmat Even-Zohar

Popular literature for children sacrifices the approval of the adults for 
the sake of attracting the young audience. This attraction is achieved by 
creating the illusion of an autonomous world of children, where they 
exhibit “grown up” powers and responsibilities. This is also the case with 
the Israeli series “Hasamba” by Yigal Mossinson, written from 1949 until 
1994, featuring a group of Israeli children involved with adventures of 
mostly national character, saving the country from various enemies. The 
illusion of an exclusive “childrens’ world” is created in this series in several 
ways: 1. By creating a world of adults whom the children may fight and 
defeat – the enemies. 2. By creating a dichotomy between the “normal” 
world of childhood, that of games, school, family and home, and the adult 
world of dangers and matters of national importance. 3. By using distinct 
linguistic features, including “slang” words, to denote the autonomous and 
independent character of the group. 4. By placing the adventure in a slot of 
time and space outside the realm of normal childrens’ lives: The adventure 
invariably takes place during school vacations, and the children are usually 
sent to a far away place for the “action”.

However, “behind the scenes” of the illusion, the series accepts and 
underlines major adult values of the time, and the children accept in fact 
the seniority and superiority of the adults – mainly that of their parents and 
government officials.

Basmat Even-Zohar, lecturer and researcher, Tel-Aviv University. Translator 
from English, Spanish and Scandivanian languages, language editor and 
consultant. Her research includes Cultural Studies, History of Hebrew Culture 
in Palestine, Translation Theory, Children’s Literature, Models of Motherhood.
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Parallel Processes in Group Supervision for Group Therapists
Yael Doron

Parallel Process is a powerful tool enabling the supervisor and his 
supervisee to better understand the processes in the therapy room. Searles 
described this phenomenon in 1955 in an innovative article in which he 
stressed its informative and transformative value. Following the ideas of 
Winnicott and Ogden we understand today that every therapeutic couple 
contains triangle relations, comprised of the therapist, the patient and their 
relationship. The picture is getting more complicated when we deal with 
the relations in supervision, which include three persons to begin with: 
the supervisor, the supervisee/therapist and the patient. Analyzing and 
understanding the processes which take place in the supervision room can 
serve as a means to understand what is happening in the therapy room. 
When we are concerned with group supervision the picture is getting even 
more complicated. According to Foulkes the mirroring process stresses 
the relativity of the single look, and the fact that there is no “one truth”. 
The trans-personal communication in the group evokes emotions and 
anxieties within members, and through the social unconscious and the 
parallel process these emotions pervade also the supervision group. In this 
article I describe the parallel process and demonstrate with a vignette how 
it promotes the group and its supervisor.

Yael Doron is a psychologist. She has a private practice in Ramat-Gan, Israel, 
where she works with individuals and couples and conducts two long analytic 
groups. She conducts supervision groups for group psychotherapists and teaches 
at the School of Psychotherapy in Rambam Hospital, Haifa, and in the Central 
School for Social Workers in Tel Aviv. She is a graduate of the Israeli Institute of 
Group Analysis (IIGA). 
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Art of Relationships 
Leiky Geronik

The article describes the process of immigrant youth group during a 
competing workshop. It is concerned with the process undergone by a 
group of immigrant youth during a workshop held in a high school in the 
center of Israel. The heterogeneity of the group made it difficult to guide 
the participants towards a solution which would prompt integration of the 
arts. The solution that was reached to through the difficulties suggested 
an answer to the lack of a unifying language, and allowed members of 
the group to feel active and involved, and derive a sense of belonging 
that helped them cope with the absorption crisis. The sense of belonging 
increased the motivation of the participants to deal with their difficulties, 
and enabled many of them to give up hazardous patterns like drinking 
alcohol and using drugs, that sustained their escape from dealing with the 
culture shock in Israel and its accompanying sense of isolation. Following 
the workshop, they began to find solace and interest in classroom peers, 
increased the frequency of encounters with them beyond school hours, and 
developed a positive interest in their studies.

Dr. Leiky Geronik manages the national center of Al Sam association, and serves 
as a lecturer and pedagogical guide in the Program for Outstanding Students at 
Levinsky College.
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Group Therapy Combining Wilderness Therapy
The effect of outdoor setting on the group therapeutic 
relationship
Inbal Merhav

Since 2009, the Ministry of Social Affairs and Social Services operates 
wilderness therapy, as a part of the rehabilitation programs run by the 
Probation Office. One of the main questions arising from combing outdoor 
activities with the group routine indoor therapeutic setting is the following: 
Do the changes in the setting support the therapeutic process, or do they 
break the setting boundaries and therefore harm the therapeutic process? 
The article examines this issue by exploring the group therapeutic process 
through the prism of the relational (intersubjective) approach. This can 
provide renewed explanations to issues concerning the group outdoor 
setting and the unique therapeutic relationship which stems from it. 
First, I describe the group, being a part of the Israeli Probation Office 
Correction Program treating young adults (18-30) who were referred to 
therapy via court order for correctional process. Then I review briefly the 
development of the relational (intersubjective) approach, and integrate its 
main principles with unique issues concerning the changes in the group 
setting as a result of combining outdoor activities in the therapeutic 
process. I shed some light on the ways the outdoor setting has increased 
personal exposure for both the therapist and the patients and enhanced 
mutual constructive processes. 

Inbal Merhav, M.S.W, is a group facilitator and a probation officer for adults.
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Talmor Farchi has an MA from the Educational Counseling Program at Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev, and is currently a doctoral student at the 
University’s Department of Education. She coordinates studies at Ben-Gurion 
University on the organizational structure of the education system (in conjunction 
with Avney Rosha, the Ministry of Education, and ISF), and is engaged in tutoring 
and instruction in both formal and non-formal education.

Noam Ben Asher has an MA from the Educational Counseling Program at Ben 
Gurion University of the Negev, and is currently a doctoral student in psychology 
in the Group Therapy Track at California State University, Sacramento. He 
served in the IDF for seven years as an educational and organizational counselor 
at military boarding schools. He currently operates an educational project for 
learning assistance and personal support. 
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“Each of Us Is a Tiny Light, All Together a Mighty Light”
Illuminated areas and dark fields in group work with parents 
of vision-impaired children
Talmor Farchi and Noam Ben Asher

The subject of the article is the unique group and individual processes 
undergone by parents of vision-impaired children participating in an 
empowerment group. In the main, group work is described in terms of 
“mirrors” which help a person to encounter himself through others. The 
present article analyzes the group processes and proposes a conceptual 
framework at the center of which stand “lights” and “shadows”. The 
article’s central argument is that in every group there are dark and 
illuminated areas, both hidden and visible, and that in working with the 
group the illuminated area is increased at the expense of the unfamiliar and 
dark one. Illuminating invisible areas is not easy, but the testimonies on 
them in the group discourse make them familiar and less foreign.

The article presents group processes, some of which are similar to those 
prevalent in other groups, and others which include elements unique to the 
group of parents of vision-impaired children: darkness between children 
and parents, between parents and moderators, and between the parents 
and themselves. This is the only group of parents of its kind that is active 
both in an organized and documented manner. Similar groups of parents of 
children with special needs are indeed active, but there are almost none that 
are exclusively aimed at parents of vision-impaired children. The article 
presents a description of the elements of group work with the parents, and 
the group processes which took place in it, as well as a discussion of the 
process of revelation experienced by the parents in the group by means of 
expanding the illuminated areas.
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